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Foreword

The beginning of the Chinese church in New Zealand did not start with the Chinese in New Zealand. It

began in the hearts and minds of men of faith and compassion who were members of the Presbyterian

Church of New Zealand (PCNZ). They saw the plight of the Chinese miners in the gold fields of South

Otago and in the commercial arena of early Auckland. These were aliens in an unwelcoming land, lonely,

disenfranchised, often maligned. They were a long way from home and family, with no support for their

livelihoods, let alone their souls.

As early as the late 1890 the PCNZ reached out to these foreigners and established mission stations in

Dunedin and around Otago and Southland. In 1897 the Dunedin Chinese Presbyterian Church was

established. When the gold fields in the south were exhausted, the men scattered, firstly, to the

Wellington region, and then many more to the growing metropolis of Auckland in the north.

Early attempts to establish a mission by Chinese religious workers in Auckland could not resolve the

problems brought on by the social isolation and lack of a central cohesive policy towards evangelism

among the Chinese population. It seemed that the impetus had to come from an experienced local

source.

An opportunity arose when the Rev William Mawson returned after many years of study and mission

work in South China. He was well versed in Cantonese and had great sympathy for and experience in

working with Chinese people. He was commissioned to establish a church in Auckland and to this end, a

property at 43 Cook Street was purchased in 1924 which became the Auckland Chinese Mission.

Our record of ACPC ministers set out in these pages must start with the Rev William Mawson. It was he

who spearheaded the mission in Auckland and it was he who voiced the conviction that evangelistic

work among Chinese people must be seen to be embraced by Chinese leadership.

We have recorded the ministries of Rev Mawson and 13 Chinese ministers and lay workers who have

served in this church which has been known at various times during its long history as the Auckland

Chinese Mission, The Auckland Chinese Church, The Chinese Christian Church and finally as the Auckland

Chinese Presbyterian Church (ACPC). Throughout this project we were awed and inspired by observing

God’s hand, leading the Chinese in the city of Auckland towards His saving grace over these decades.
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Each and every one of His ministers and their wives, and in many cases, their children as well, answered

the call with humility and dedication, at the same time bringing with them their own talents, their

scholarship and knowledge of the world outside of their church doors. A unique characteristic of the

mission, from World War I to the present day, has been its role as a bridge to help new immigrants to

settle into the country that is to be their home.

In the writing of this record, we were encouraged by the ministers themselves and their families. They

shared freely their memories and experiences of their association with the church. Some have remained

in New Zealand while others have returned to their homes overseas. We extend to them our love and

appreciation.

Finally, we thank Rev Dr Stuart Vogel for his invaluable help throughout this project. It was his

encouragement that got us started, the sharing of his knowledge and experience that helped us along

and his careful editing of the text that gave us confidence. We owe Rev Vogel a special note of thanks for

his long association with the ACPC.

As we approach the Centennial of the ACPC we give thanks to our Heavenly Father for His guidance, His

patience with our human failings and His promise to be with us always.

Project Team: Jean Fong Wong, Edith Poon-Lai, Grace Chan Cheung

April 2022
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Rev William MAWSON 1923-1930

Rev and Mrs W Mawson Mawson Family

Born 27 September 1874, Purakanui, Dunedin, New Zealand

Died 11 June 1935, Wellington, New Zealand

Married Sara Margaretta Gordon, 1 October 1903

Children: David Gordon, Margaret Millar, George Killen, William Bruce and Marion Jean

Qualifications

Dunedin Teachers’ Training College, Dunedin, New Zealand

Bachelor of Arts in Zoology, Otago University, Dunedin, New Zealand

Master of Arts Otago University, Dunedin, New Zealand

Graduated Presbyterian Theological College, Dunedin, New Zealand, 1902

Background and Ministerial Experience

Rev Mawson was active in the Student Christian Movement at university where he developed his desire

to train for missionary work in China. After the close of the academic year, he spent much of his time

with Rev Alexander Don learning the Cantonese language. He and his wife were missionaries for 20

years in China from 10 October 1903 to 2 August 1923. He returned to New Zealand for the education of

his children and was appointed Minister to the Chinese Church, Auckland where he served from

November 1923 to November 1928.

Rev Mawson’s knowledge of the Chinese language and people, which he gained on the mission field, was

invaluable for this ministry. He held Sunday evening services in the YMCA. Later, the Mission Committee
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of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand (PCNZ) secured a small hall in 43 Cook Street and the mission

had their own meeting place. However, it was a slow, uphill task and it was difficult for him to minister to

a widely scattered community. With the provision of a motor-car, he and his wife were able to do more

visiting with personal talks and distribution of literature, both within and outside the city. Mrs Mawson

worked tirelessly among Chinese women and children in the Auckland region.

Rev Mawson felt strongly that Chinese leadership was crucial for the growth of the church and that the

Christian faith had to be seen to be accepted and owned by the Chinese at all levels. In 1928 he

appealed at the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church for a Chinese evangelist to be appointed

to Auckland.

When he vacated the position in November 1928, he retained his connection with the progress of the

church in his position in the much wider task of Foreign Missions Committee Secretary of the PCNZ.

When he passed away in 1935, the Rev Y S Chau said he would always think of Rev Mawson as a good

man, a lovable practical Christian and a fine teacher, who throughout his life was a true friend of the

Chinese people.
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Rev Yum Shum CHAU 1930-1948

Rev and Mrs Y S Chau 1940s Chau Family 1952

Born 1900, Kwangtung, China

Died 10 September 1970, Auckland, New Zealand

Married Oi Chan, 1924

Children: Chong Shan, Sun Sung, Wah Ying, Laan Ying

Qualifications

Licentiate of Theology, Union Theological College, Lingnan University, Canton, China, 1923

Background and Ministerial Experience

Rev Chau was orphaned as a child together with three brothers. He was taken on as a house boy for

Canadian missionaries in their missionary compound in his home village of Kongmoon. The missionaries

saw potential in him and mentored and sponsored him in his development and education. After he

graduated from the Union Theological College of Lingnan University in Guangdong, he was attached to

the Canadian Mission in Zhongshan.

He was ordained by the Church of Christ in China, Kwangtung Synod on 11 October 1929. During

his tenure there, the local community and parish raised sufficient funds for a church building. At his

farewell he was presented with a silver goblet which the family still treasure.

Rev Chau was recommended to the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand (PCNZ) by Rev George McNeur,

(who had been on staff at the Union Theological College, Lingnan University) to follow Rev William

Mawson in establishing the "Chinese Church of New Zealand". 
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He arrived in New Zealand on 3rd June 1930 on the SS Maunganui. He was granted an exemption from

the Chinese immigrant poll tax of 100 pounds. Mrs Chau arrived two years later. His induction service on

15 June 1930 was presided by Rev William Mawson in the Chinese Mission Hall, 43 Cook St, Auckland,

which was later dedicated to Rev Mawson after his death as "The William Mawson Memorial Hall".

Rev and Mrs Chau organised and nurtured a Young Men’s Club, Sunday School, a Young Girls’ Club and

week night classes for teaching the Chinese language. Meetings were held not only in the hall but in the

manse, at the market gardens and in shops. They regularly visited Chinese in the community, in hospital,

in gaol and seamen on visiting ships.

During WWII, the parishioners were active in the war effort, sending Red Cross parcels to both China and

Changi Prison in Singapore. Rev Chau also set up a weekly newsletter named “Q-Sing Times”. After the

fall of Hong Kong, this was the only available published source of information on China in Chinese and

for Chinese. Both were recognised by the Chinese Government.

The arrival of refugee women and children provided a new avenue of service with these reunited

families, in giving guidance in the New Zealand ways to the wives, mothers and children.

Rev Chau resigned from the Auckland Chinese Mission in October 1948 due to failing health. He

established the Chinese Book Shop at 361 Queen St, Auckland.
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Rev Wan Kau CHAN 1948-1960

Rev and Mrs W K Chan 1960 Chan Family 1952

Born 20 August 1899, Kwangtung, China

Died 14 December 1975, Auckland, New Zealand

Married Kathleen, Mei Yan HO, 22 February 1922

Children: Samuel, Helen, Sharon, Edith, Edmund, David, Kit, Grace

Qualifications

Graduated Pui Ying Middle School 1919

Kam Ling Theological College, Nanking, China, 1922 – 1924

Background and Ministerial Experience

Headmaster, Pui Ying Primary School 1919 – 1922

Assistant to Dr C W Shoop, Missionary in Canton, China 1924 - 1926

Treasurer to the Church of Christ in China, Kwangtung Synod, China, 1926 – 1948

Minister, Auckland Chinese Mission, New Zealand, 1948

Ordained Presbyterian Church of New Zealand, February 1952

Transferred to the Dunedin Chinese Presbyterian Church, 1961

Rev Chan grew up in a rural area just outside of the city of Canton. His parents were Christians and at an

early age he was sent to the Pui Ying Christian School in Canton. There he was strongly influenced by the

missionary teachers from the United States and United Kingdom. This led to his entering the Kam Ling

Theological College in Nanking, China, where he studied from 1922 – 1924. This was the start of a
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lifetime of service to God. Some years later, while he was serving as Treasurer to the Church of Christ in

China, Kwangtung Synod Rev Chan was recommended by a colleague at the Kwangtung Synod, to the

Presbyterian Church of New Zealand (PCNZ) to serve in the Chinese church in Auckland. This colleague

was Ms Mollie Findlay, a missionary under the auspices of the PCANZ, who, in later years, became one of

the first elders to serve in the ACPC.

The PCNZ duly called Rev Chan to the Auckland Chinese Mission. He and Mrs Chan arrived in Auckland

on 6 October 1948. They began their work the very next day after their arrival. At the time, the

congregation at the Auckland Chinese Mission consisted of a handful of Christian men. Sunday services

were held in the William Mawson Memorial Hall at 43 Cook Street which had become run-down in the

post-war period and had no facilities other than an all-purpose hall. Rev and Mrs Chan’s first task was to

contact around 700 Chinese residents and businesses scattered throughout the city and suburbs. There

were eight Christian families in the city accounting for 23 Christians, 10 of whom attended worship

regularly.

Gradually the ministry began to take shape. Sunday evening worship services, Sunday School classes,

Chinese language classes, a youth fellowship, a Women’s Fellowship, evening family worship and Bible

study classes were begun in the city. The church soon became known to the Cantonese speaking

Chinese in the region. To cater to the needs of families in market gardens in Mangere, Sunday School

classes and Chinese language classes were held on Saturdays. Rev and Mrs Chan also visited Chinese

residents in the towns from Whangarei to the north and Whakatane to the south several times a year.

Throughout all the years of Rev Chan’s ministry, he and Mrs Chan worked closely together, with Mrs

Chan driving the car provided by the church.

In the space of a few years, the foundations of the ministry were laid, and consolidated throughout the

1950s. The ministry out-grew the limited facilities in the William Mawson Memorial Hall. Plans were

begun to build a new church on the original site of the manse at 105 Vincent Street in the city. Active

fundraising activities took place within the church and among the Chinese population not only in the city

but also in towns north and south of Auckland. So successful was the fund raising that within a short

space of time, building work was begun and the new church building of the Auckland Chinese

Presbyterian Church was dedicated to the glory of God in November 1957. This building provided much

needed space for essential activities of the ministry. The Chapel and vestry on the ground floor were

complemented by an upstairs Hall where Sunday School, Youth Fellowship and the Women’s Fellowship
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meetings and activities could be conducted. The church building also became a community centre for

the residents of Auckland. It was used to hold weddings and parties, ambitious Chinese dinners cooked

in the Chinese-style kitchen below the hall.

The years of Rev Chan’s ministry in Auckland coincided with a period of rapid growth of the Chinese

population. Facing mounting pressure from the PCNZ, the New Zealand government granted permanent

residence to wives and young children of the early settlers after World War II. Thus, for the church,

there opened a new area of work. For the women, newly arrived from China, Mrs Chan offered advice

and assistance in times of childbirth, children’s schooling, health issues, care for the elderly and other

aspects of life in an unfamiliar land. Mrs Chan instituted the ACPC chapter of Presbyterian Women, a

nation-wide institute of Women’s Fellowship. This group focused on the spiritual development of the

members through Bible study and prayer, supporting the work of the church, offering assistance to

women in need in the community.

A sign of the growing maturity of the congregation was the establishment of a Management Committee

in 1954. This was followed by the induction of the first elders in the ACPC in 1956.

In January 1961 Rev Chan was transferred to the Dunedin Chinese Church where he and Mrs Chan

ministered to the Chinese population until his retirement in September 1964 when they returned to

Auckland. In the period 1972 to 1974, despite indifferent health, Rev Chan resumed the pulpit at ACPC

in the absence of a minister following the resignation of Rev P N Ng.
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Rev John POON 1960 -1964

Rev and Mrs J Poon 1960s

Born 10 June 1922, Hong Kong

Died 23 October 1969, Melbourne, Australia

Married Cecily May Young 30 April 1949

Children: Joy, Robyn, Andrew, Helen, Joan, Ian, Irene, Roger, Stephen, Elizabeth

Qualifications

Diploma in Electrical Engineering, Melbourne Technical College, Melbourne, Australia, 1940

Diploma of Bible Studies, Melbourne Bible Institute, Melbourne, Australia, 1944

Bachelor of Arts, Melbourne University, 1948

Bachelor of Divinity, Ormond College Theological Hall, Melbourne, Australia, 1950

Background and Ministerial Experience

Rev Poon was born in Hong Kong but grew up in Australia from the age of 18 months.

He was ordained as a Minister of the Presbyterian Church, Victoria in May 1951 at the Little Bourke

Street Chinese Church. He was the first Chinese Presbyterian minister ordained in Australia. This Church

had begun in 1872 and had been served by Chinese Methodist ministers. It is now part of the Uniting

Church of Australia.
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In the same year, 1951, Rev Poon was appointed by the Australian Presbyterian Board of Missions to go

out to the New Hebrides as a missionary, the first Chinese minister to go out to the mission fields. He

served in the New Hebrides from 1951 to 1959.

In 1951, Rev Poon served as a staff member at the Tangoa Teachers’ Training Institute, Tangoa with Rev

Graham Miller. His next appointment was as a District Missionary on Paama from 1954 until the end of

1959.

In 1959, as the Chinese population in Auckland had increased substantially, the Presbyterian Church of

New Zealand agreed that a second minister should be appointed to the Chinese Church in Auckland.

Following his return to Australia, Rev Poon was appointed by the New Zealand Presbyterian Church

Overseas Mission Committee to work as an Assistant Minister with the Auckland Chinese Church. He was

inducted on 7 June 1960. This was an experimental arrangement to minister in the city and South

Auckland on a team ministry basis with Rev Y T Fong. Sermons were preached in Cantonese to the

Chinese congregations by Rev Poon.

This arrangement presented several difficulties. From 1963, the City ministry was separated from that of

the rest of the province; Rev Poon was now responsible for working with the latter area. The ultimate

aim was to integrate the Chinese congregations into the local parish system. As a new generation

Chinese minister, he related well to both the New Zealand-born Chinese and immigrants from China. The

older generation of the Chinese population had different needs and insights than their younger

counterparts of New Zealand-born Chinese. He undertook this difficult assignment very effectively until

his call to Australia late 1963. He had laid the foundations for the development of a Chinese Christian

community in the greater Auckland area.

Rev Poon resigned on 22 January 1964 and returned to Australia to accept the appointment call at the

Stratford Parish in Gippsland, Victoria. He was inducted on 5 February 1964 and served in this parish

until his untimely death on 23 October, 1969, aged 47 years.

Mrs Poon was able to support and assist Rev Poon in his missionary and ministry in the New Hebrides,

New Zealand and Australia. She had studied stenography, Bible studies at MBI (Melbourne Bible

Institute) and midwifery and carried out her own ministry and mission using her particular skills.
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Rev Yik Tak FONG   1961-1969

Rev and Mrs Y T Fong 1951 Fong Family 1950

Born 22 January 1904, Kongmoon, San Wui, Kwangtung, China

Died 25 April 1983, Auckland, New Zealand

Married Suk Ying Chu, 1934

Children: James, John, Kathleen, Jean

Qualifications

Licentiate of Theology, Union Theological College, Lingnan University, Kwangtung, China, 1933

Background and Ministerial Experience

Rev Fong’s forefathers were Buddhist priests and idol worshippers in an unbroken line of six

generations. Orphaned at the age of ten, he left his village to live with his older brother in Canton. He

attended the Pui Ying Christian High School where he was baptised and at the age of twelve, he made the

decision to serve God in His ministry. He studied for the ministry at the Union Theological College of

Lingnan University, where Rev Dr George McNeur from the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand was on

the staff. Rev Fong graduated in 1933 with the degree of Licentiate of Theology.

Shortly after graduation, Rev Fong took up the position of assistant preacher in the Kwang-Hau Church of

the Church of Christ in China (CCC), Canton. Subsequently, he was assigned to the position of Secretary of

the CCC’s Youth Council, with the task of formulating and supervising a trial youth program of educational

evangelism in Kochow. He was then called back to his former church as preacher in 1937.
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After war broke out between China and Japan in July 1937, Rev Fong was compelled to flee from Canton

to Hong Kong, where he served a small congregation, whose members were mainly refugees from China.

He also served as Chaplain at Mei Wah High School. He was ordained Minister of the Kwangtung Synod of

the Church of Christ in China, Hong Kong on 30 October 1940.

Later that year, Rev Fong was called to the Chinese Methodist Church in Batavia (now Jakarta), the capital

of Java, Indonesia and in 1943, he was invited by the Chinese Methodist Church in Surabaya, to take up

pastoral duties among the Cantonese-speaking section of the church.

When Rev McNeur retired from the Chinese Mission in Dunedin in 1950, he recommended Rev Fong as

his successor. Rev Fong was inducted into the charge of the Presbyterian Chinese Mission, Dunedin on 24

September 1950. His duties included being Minister in charge of work amongst the Chinese in the South

Island, with his headquarters in Dunedin. He divided Dunedin into four areas and committed to visiting

one area every Saturday with Mrs Fong. He also travelled to Port Chalmers, Seacliff, Mosgiel, Outram,

Allanton, Stirling, Invercargill, Gore, Oamaru, Timaru, Balclutha, Waitati, Milton, Christchurch, Nelson,

Blenheim, Westport and Greymouth. His work with the Chinese at those locations was both evangelistic

and pastoral. He encouraged the Chinese families to join English-speaking churches in their home towns.

As well as the worship service every Sunday, Rev and Mrs Fong led Sunday School for the children in the

afternoon and Bible class in Chinese for the adults during the evening. Rev Fong left the Presbyterian

Chinese Mission, Dunedin to move to Auckland on 18 December 1960.

Rev Fong served at the Auckland Chinese Church from January 1961. He continued the work of

conducting weekly worship services, and also Sunday School which were preceded by Chinese classes,

Bible Class and Youth Group activities in the city church at 105 Vincent Street. There were also weekly

services, Sunday School and Chinese language classes and youth group meetings held in Mangere at the

premises of a Kiwi church in Mangere Bridge. Meetings were held at Pukekohe too, although not weekly.

Many of the Chinese community resided in Mangere, which like Pukekohe, was a highly productive

market garden area.

Rev Fong was passionate about preaching and presenting the Gospel message in a way that was clear and

persuasive and relevant to daily living. Weekly visitation in the Auckland, Mangere and Pukekohe areas

was an important part of the ministry for Rev and Mrs Fong. Their aim was to visit every family in the
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Chinese community at least twice a year. Mrs Fong used her musical talent in singing and piano playing

for worship and was also very much involved with the Women’s Fellowship which met regularly.

Church concerts drew out the talent from the adults, youth and children in the congregation and

community, as well as encouraging fellowship and developing relationships within the Chinese

community. The church hall was used for badminton, table tennis and other activities and with the

benefit of the excellent Chinese kitchen under the hall stage, the church hall was frequently used for

significant birthday and anniversary celebrations by the Chinese community.

In 1966 the church transitioned from being under the jurisdiction of the Overseas Mission Committee of

the Presbyterian Church and receiving an annual grant to assuming the full responsibility of the stipend

and allowances of the minister. The debt on the building had been cleared and the church accepted the

challenge to become self-supporting and a regular parish of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand. The

eldership was settled and confident.

After Rev Fong retired on 31 January 1969, he enjoyed many years of membership at St John’s

Presbyterian Church in Mt Roskill.

15



Rev Ping Nam NG 1969-1972

Rev and Mrs P N Ng 1963 Ng Children and their Families 2014

Born 14 June 1926, Hong Kong

Married Edith Constance Mah-Hing, 21 November 1953

Children: Rachael, Sophia, Timothy

Qualifications

Wah Ying Middle School, Hong Kong, 1938-1941 (then interrupted by WWII)

St Joan’s English Evening School, Hong Kong, 1948-51

Bachelor of Theology, Bethel Bible Seminary, Hong Kong, February 1956 to September 1958

Licentiate of Theology, Trinity Theological College, Singapore, September 1958 to June 1960

Background and Ministerial Experience

Rev Ng was born into a Christian family. He was inspired to become a minister at a church meeting

where young Christians were encouraged to devote their lives to services in the church.

After graduation, Rev Ng served as a Minister on Probation from 1 August 1960 to February 1963

followed by his ordination on 26 July 1963 at the Methodist Mission Society of the British Methodist

Church Conference, Hong Kong. He was Minister in Charge at the Chinese Methodist Church, Hong Kong,

from February 1963 to 31 July 1968 and Superintendent Minister of the Chinese Methodist Church,

Hong Kong Circuit, from February 1967 to 31 July 1968.

Rev Ng was appointed to the Chinese Presbyterian Church, Auckland, from 2 February 1969. At this time,
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the Chinese community in Auckland was no longer centred around the city and the outer suburbs of

Onehunga and Mangere. The Chinese population had settled in suburbs further from the city. It was a

time for reflection for the church to consider how to carry out its mission.

Rev and Mrs Ng visited the wider Chinese community, not just church members, around the greater

Auckland area; in particular, there were several Chinese market garden families in Pukekohe and

Mangere. They also looked after overseas Chinese (from Hong Kong, Taiwan, Indonesia and the Pacific)

who were seeking medical help in New Zealand. Mrs Ng carried out a lot of work among the Chinese

ladies, acting as translator and accompanying them to doctors’ visits, driving tests, court appearances

etc.

After Rev Ng resigned from the parish in July 1972, he served as the Honorary Port Chaplain in Auckland

from 1972 to 1974 and took on the position of full time Port Chaplain at Mission to Seamen from 1974

to 1987. He was appointed Honorary Associate Minister at St David’s Presbyterian Church, Khyber Pass,

Auckland on 1 August 1974 and Minister Emeritus on 31 July 1987.

In 1975, Rev Ng started a Sunday Mandarin service at the Mission to Seamen's Chapel for the sailors

from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Malaysia. Later, another 20 or so Vietnamese refugees also joined the

service. When the Mission to Seamen's Building was to be rebuilt, the Mandarin service relocated to the

Maclaurin Chapel of the University of Auckland, and was named Auckland Christian Mandarin Compass

Church (ACMCC).

In 1987 Rev Ng retired from the Mission to Seamen's work and was invited to assist with setting up a

Mandarin fellowship at St Barnabas Anglican Church in Auckland. In 2009, he returned to St David’s and

established a Mandarin Sunday service there, as he was concerned about the needs of the Mandarin

speaking Chinese in the city. The service continued until 2019 when St David’s held its final service.
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Rev David S. H. DANG 1978-1985

Rev and Mrs D S H Dang 2007 Dang Family 1999

Born 18 February 1930, Fuzhou, China

Died 29 June 2018, Auckland, New Zealand

Married Mary Young, 4 June 1966

Children: Angeline, Caroline

Qualifications

Bachelor of Theology, Trinity College, Singapore, 1956

Master of Divinity, General Theological Seminary New York City, New York, USA, 1967

Master of Philosophy, Auckland University, New Zealand, 1981

Background and Ministerial Experience

Ordained Deacon, St Mary’s Church, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 1956

Ordained priest, St Andrew’s Cathedral, Singapore 1957

(i) Priest in Dioceses of Singapore 21 years

(ii) Priest in charge of Mandarin Congregation, St Andrew’s Cathedral, Singapore

(iii) Priest in charge of All Saint’s Church Changi, Singapore, first daughter church erected in 1975

by the St Andrew’s Cathedral Mandarin congregation under Rev Canon David Dang, Priest in

Charge

Installed as Canon of Diocese of Singapore 1970

Installed as Canon Emeritus Diocese of Singapore 1977

Inducted, Auckland Chinese Presbyterian Church, Auckland, New Zealand, January 1978
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Rev Canon David Dang’s dedication to preaching the Gospel and to serving God’s people spanned 60

years. This was a tradition which stemmed from his great grandfather, his grandfather and his father’s

legacy of Christian service in their native lands.

Rev Dang was called to the ACPC in 1978. He came to New Zealand bringing with him a wealth of

experience after many years of service in churches and cathedrals in Malaysia and Singapore. This was a

time when a second generation of Chinese youth was emerging as a professional force. They were

strongly tied to the backgrounds of their immigrant parents but they were now carving out their own

identities as Chinese New Zealanders. Rev Dang saw the need to cater to these younger members. In the

Sunday worship service instantaneous translation of Cantonese into English was instituted. A service

conducted in a more relaxed contemporary format was held on Sunday afternoons for the younger

members.

Apart from this group of emerging young Chinese New Zealanders, a new dimension was being added to

the church’s ministry. A wave of new immigrants was entering New Zealand and settling in new suburbs

in Auckland. Pakuranga was rapidly developing in the eastern suburb. To cater to the needs of many

families with young children from Hong Kong, Mainland China and Taiwan, Sunday School classes were

held there on Saturdays. At this time, a growing population was also developing in Pukekohe so Sunday

School classes were held there every Friday.

Early in his ministry Rev Dang saw a need to minister to the wider Cantonese-speaking community in

Auckland. He led the church in response to the ecumenical movement of the Presbyterian Church of

Aotearoa New Zealand (PCANZ) to become a Co-operative Venture with the Auckland Diocese of the

Anglican Church. The church was renamed The Chinese Christian Church. This opened up the church to

members of different denominations.

Rev Dang recognised a long-standing challenge for the church. For many years Auckland Chinese

Presbyterian Church (ACPC) had depended on the service of ministers from overseas, mainly Hong Kong

or Singapore, resulting in short term service of four to five years. He saw this as detrimental to any

long-term ministry plan and uninterrupted ministerial vision. At this time there were a number of young

members who showed serious interest in formal theological training. Rev Dang saw this as a way forward

for the church when locally trained ministers who were of Chinese heritage but with New Zealand

upbringing could lead the church well into the future. A Theological Training Fund was established to
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give both moral and financial support to young members and to encourage them to undertake formal

theological training both locally and overseas. However, it is regretted that circumstances were not yet

conducive for this plan to be implemented.

In 1985 Rev Dang came to the end of his seven-year term at ACPC. He then took up service as Priest in a

cross cultural ministry at the Holy Trinity Cathedral and St Mary’s Church, Parnell, Auckland. He retired in

1990 but continued to preach regularly in various Chinese churches until he turned 80 years old in 2010.
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Rev Daniel Y. C. LEE 1988-1994

Rev Lee 1994

Born 1956, Hong Kong

Married Cynthia Lam, 1984                                                  

Child: King-chi 

Qualifications

Trinity Theological College, Singapore 1980

“Training in Mission” Programme, Council of World Mission 1985

Background and Ministerial Experience

Ordained, Hong Kong Council of Church of Christ in China, Hong Kong, 1982

Minister, Cheung Lo Church, Hong Kong, 1982 – 1987

Minister, Auckland Chinese Presbyterian Church, Auckland, New Zealand, 1988 – 1994

Rev Lee’s ministry coincided with the time of greatest change in New Zealand immigration policy. In 1987

the government opened its doors to South East Asia allowing thousands of families from Hong Kong,

Taiwan and Mainland China (mainly Guangzhou) into New Zealand. Many of these families chose to

settle in Auckland. Christian families naturally sought a church that offers services in Cantonese and it

was at the ACPC that they found spiritual as well as practical support. 

Rev and Mrs Lee’s work was mainly with the Cantonese-speaking population. There were also initiatives

by other churches in Auckland, outreaching to both Cantonese-speaking and Mandarin-speaking
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communities. Rev Lee liaised with the pastors from these churches, meeting regularly for mutual

support as well as sharing resources to better serve the communities.

At this time, the Presbyterian Student Liaison Committee was formed to deal with issues arising from the

young immigrants’ adjustment to their new study environment. Rev and Mrs Lee’s participation in this

work was nurturing those Hong Kong youths in their spiritual growth as well as helping them to meet

challenges in their daily lives. This fellowship became a life-long support and many students carried this

spirit into their adult lives.

 

The geographical spread of the church’s field of ministry called for outreach into the new residential

areas such as Pakuranga where with the support of the St Columba’s Presbyterian Church,  Sunday

School and Bible Class were organised together with language classes, outreaching mainly to new

immigrants as well as local Chinese living in east Auckland.

Pastoral work was undertaken with enthusiasm by parishioners under the guidance of the minister. Rev

Lee encouraged the strengthening of the English ministry by appointing the Rev Brian Drake to lead the

young and enthusiastic group of English speakers.

It was with great regret that Rev and Mrs Lee were farewelled by the congregation when he resigned

from this ministry in 1994 to return to Hong Kong.
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Rev Manuel M. W. MAK 1995-2000

Rev and Mrs M M W Mak 1997 Mak Family 1997

Born 20 April 1956, Wellington, New Zealand

Married Arlence M. M. Kwan, 1982

Children: Jonathan, Karrisa

Qualifications

Association of Arts, Los Angeles College, Los Angeles, California, USA 1974-1976

Bachelor of Arts, Journalism, California state College, Long Beach, California, USA, 1977-1979

Master of Divinity, Talbot Theological Seminary, La Mirada, California, USA 1978-1982

Background and Ministerial Experience

Commissioned into Navy Chaplain seminarian program, Los Angeles, California, USA 1982

Ordained, First Chinese Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California, USA 1984

Director of Seafarer Ministry, Southern Baptist Language Mission, Long Beach , California USA 1984-86

US Navy Marine, Naval Air, Hospital and Antarctic Force Chaplain, USA, 1986-94

Clinical Pastoral Educational Residency, Baptist Medical Centre, San Antonio, Texas USA, 1994-1995

Ordained, Auckland Presbytery, PCANZ, New Zealand, 1995

Doctor of Ministry, Clinical Pastoral Care, Oblate School of Theology, San Antonio, Texas, USA 1995-2000

Board Certified Addiction Counsellor, National Association of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction Counsellors,

International Institute of Addiction Studies, Auckland, New Zealand 1998-2000

Retired in Palo Alto, California USA from Navy Reserve (2013) and from Veterans Affairs (2019)
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Rev Manuel Mak was born in Wellington, New Zealand into a Christian family. His father, the Rev Timothy

Mak, was a minister of the Anglican Diocese of Wellington. At a young age, Manuel moved to the United

States where he received his education and was ordained. He later joined the United States Navy as

Chaplain.

Rev Mak was called to the ACPC in December 1995. After two years of a vacant pulpit, the church roll

had fallen. Sunday worship was serviced by a rotating pulpit supply supported by local ministers. Over

this period, the ministry had been sustained by the elders. Rev Mak’s immediate task was to revitalise

and renew emphasis on outreach and evangelism based on a dual mission vision “To know Christ and to

make Him known.”

Rev Mak’s primary language was English but he spoke a little Cantonese learned from home. During his

tenure, Sunday service and Sunday School were conducted in English with Cantonese translation. In

time, growth in the English section of the congregation called for a separate English ministry to be

established. This ministry called for a contemporary style of worship more suited to local-born Chinese

youth. At the same time, the Cantonese Youth Fellowship attracted a large group of senior college and

university students who originated from Hong Kong but were now receiving their education in New

Zealand. This group became a dynamic force among the younger generation.

The emerging influx of new immigrants from SouthEast Asia during this time brought change to the

population composition of the city. It resulted in the emergence of a new diversity in the congregation.

Distinct cultural and generational diversity brought new life into the church. Worship attendance

increased rapidly. At this time, the first Home Group was established on the North Shore. It was also

during Rev Mak’s tenure that the responsibilities of the elders gradually shifted to the Parish Council

under the leadership of the minister.

It was during his tenure that the Parish Council decided the ACPC should revert to the PCANZ as its

mother church.

Rev Mak also performed community service as a volunteer chaplain at the Ranfurly Veterans Home and

as a crisis ministry consultant for the New Zealand Defence Force Principal Chaplain. His father, the Rev

Timothy Mak, assisted Rev Mak in ministering to the Cantonese speaking congregation.
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Rev Mak returned to the United States in 2000 to resume his calling as Chaplain, Veterans Affairs and

Navy Reserve, Danville, Illinois, USA.
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Rev Nathanael C. S. LAI 2002-2009

Rev and Mrs N C H Lai 2004 Lai Family 2005

Born 3 December 1962, Hong Kong

Married Sunday S. K. Tsoi, 8 July 1990

Child: Gabriel Michael Ching

Qualifications

Bachelor of Theology, Evangel Theological College, Hong Kong 1986 – 1990

Master of Divinity, Hong Kong Lutheran Theological Seminary, Hong Kong, 1992 – 1996

Background and Ministerial Experience

Minister, Church of Christ in China, Tuen Mun Church, Hong Kong 1990 – 2002

Ordained, Hong Kong Council of Church of Christ in China, Hong Kong 14 October 1995

Senior Minister, ACPC, Auckland, New Zealand, October 2002 to April 2009

Minister, Church of Christ in China, Yuen Long Church, Hong Kong 1 June 2009

Transferred to Church of Christ in China, Tuen Mun Church, Hong Kong 1 January 2015

Transferred to the Church of Christ in China, Kei Wan Church, Hong Kong 1 September 2018

Rev Lai was an ordained minister of the Church of Christ in China, Hong Kong Synod. He was serving in

the Church of Christ in China, Tuen Mun Church when he was called to the ACPC in October 2002. With

the departure of Rev Mak in 2000 the church had had to rely on local pulpit supply for a period of two

years. On his arrival, Rev Lai gradually built up worship attendance and Sunday School attendance,

extending the ministry to a large population of new immigrants from SouthEast Asia.
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Rev Lai brought to the pulpit a dynamic and scholarly approach which touched the hearts of many. He

was well versed in Chinese literature and culture which enriched his Biblical message. He shared with us

his love of church hymnary and on festive occasions he would lend his voice to the choir in praise and

celebration. Mrs Sunday Lai, who was a National Ordained Minister of the PCANZ, occasionally shared

the pulpit.

The location of the church in the heart of the city offered easy access to many Mandarin speakers living

in apartments in the area. Rev Lai saw the opportunity to minister to this group of senior residents.

Under his supervision, Ms Christy Leow was engaged to lead this group in fellowship which included

Bible Study and social activities. They formed the core of the Mandarin Fellowship.

The church’s proximity to the University of Auckland and the Auckland University of Technology brought

the ministry to Chinese overseas students close to home. Mrs Lai was commissioned for part time

ministry at the two tertiary institutions in a joint project with three other inner Auckland city churches.

During Rev Lai’s tenure, the English Ministry gradually built up their own worship team, preferring a

more contemporary style of worship. This dynamic group of young people was led by Mr Graeme Sterne

under the supervision of Rev Lai.

In 2009, the PCANZ initiated the Courageous Conversation process, through which the Chinese Church of

Christ the King (CTK) applied to join the English Ministry of the ACPC. Rev Lai actively encouraged this

move to bring together the two main Chinese Christian groups in the city. This group of dynamic young

professionals, who were associated with Christ the King, brought life and a vigorous faith to the church.

During his tenure in ACPC, Rev Lai served as a member of the Mission and Education Committee of the

Auckland Presbytery, Convenor of the Council of Asian Congregations and member of the Council for

Assembly, PCANZ. He was also a visiting lecturer of Carey Baptist College.

In 2009 Rev Lai was called by his mother church, Hong Kong Council of Church of Christ in China, to serve

at Yuen Long Church.
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Rev Mark P. MANEY 2011-2016

Rev and Mrs M P Maney and Family 2022

Born 25 February 1983, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Married Charlotte Dickau, 20 May 2006

Children: Roseanna, Alaric, Guinevere

Qualifications

Bachelor of Arts, Religion/Religious Studies, Taylor University College and Seminary, Edmonton, Canada,

2002-2006

Masters in Cross Cultural Studies and Apologetics, ABT Trinity Western University, Vancouver, Canada,

2007-2009

Studied at Laidlaw College, Auckland, New Zealand, 2015

Trained as a Ministry Intern for the National Ordained Ministry of the PCANZ, at the Knox Centre for

Ministry and Leadership, 2016-2017. Licenced and ordained November, 2017

Background and Ministerial Experience

In 2001, while improving his French at a university in Quebec, Rev Maney accepted the Christian faith

through the ministry of a fellow student, a missionary who was learning French in order to serve in an

African country. Rev Maney attended the Edmonton Chinese Baptist Church for five years and it was

there that he dedicated his life to the furthering of the Kingdom of God, spreading the Gospel of Jesus

Christ, and passing on His Love to His children.
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From 2000 to 2009, Rev Maney took on a part-time role with the Loyal Edmonton Regiment (Canadian

Forces) as a Military Musician. He served as Pastor at the Kwanglim Korean Methodist Church, Vancouver

from August 2007 to September 2009 and as the Children and Youth Pastor at Victoria Chinese Alliance

Church, British Columbia, Canada from September 2010 to September 2011.

Rev Maney was called to the Auckland Chinese Presbyterian Church in 2011 to serve as Assistant Pastor

with particular focus and leadership of the English Ministry. His sermons were in-depth studies of the

scriptures and were well-received as he shared his passion for and knowledge of Apologetics. Creative

experiences were introduced, including outdoor baptisms at Waikowhai Beach and Mission Bay and Good

Friday services in the hall, where members quietly reflected personally at the various Stations of the

Cross. He was supported by his wife, Charlotte, especially with the monthly potluck dinners, which

developed positive relationships with many residents living in the YWCA next door to the church.

Rev Maney resigned from ACPC in 2016 to embark on a 22-month internship for National Ordained

Ministry under KCML (Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership). He was appointed to St Enoch's

Presbyterian Church, Tauranga as an intern and on 7 December, 2017, he was ordained and inducted

Senior Minister at St Andrews Church, Mt Maunganui, Kaimai Presbytery. In February 2020 he was

appointed Associate Minister at Massey-Riverhead Presbyterian Church, Auckland, Northern Presbytery.
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Rev Micah C. H. TANG 2013- current

Rev and M C H Tang 2022 Tang Family 2017

Born 16 March 1967, Malaysia

Married Ting Hi Moi, 5 June 1993

Children: Jireh, Raphael

Qualifications

Bachelor of Divinity, Alliance Bible Seminary, Hong Kong, 1997

Master of Divinity, Singapore Bible Seminary, Singapore, 2010

Background and Ministerial Experience

Senior Pastor, Sau Mau Ping Alliance Church, Hong Kong, 1997 - 2012

Ordained, Sau Mau Ping Alliance Church, Hong Kong 2003

Senior Minister, Auckland Chinese Presbyterian Church, New Zealand, 2012 to 2022 (current)

Rev Tang was born into a traditional Chinese Christian family in Malaysia. His childhood and youth were

spent in close connection with the church. But it wasn’t until his early twenties that he gave his life to

God and saw his life’s calling in His service.

With his wife, Ting Moi, by his side, he entered the Alliance Bible Seminary in Hong Kong in 1997 where

he graduated with a Bachelor of Divinity.

In 1997 he joined the Sau Mau Ping Alliance Church in Hong Kong where he served as Senior Minister

until 2012. He was called to the Auckland Chinese Presbyterian Church (ACPC) in 2012.
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As Senior Minister, Rev Tang brought to ACPC a far reaching vision for the development of the church’s

ministry in the inner city of Auckland. His leadership combined a comprehensive knowledge of Chinese

history and culture, a deep compassion for the hopes and dilemmas faced by the young people in this

modern age and an open and sympathetic mind for the New Zealand way of life. His wide ranging and

cosmopolitan experience rendered him highly suited to meeting the challenges of this age and

answering the needs of a varied congregation composed as it is of a diverse group of parishioners which

included old timers from an earlier era of Asian migration to the present-day immigrants from Hong

Kong and Mainland China. The church’s proximity to Auckland University and the Auckland University of

Technology made its mission towards Asian students of special significance and urgency.

Rev Tang had special interest in promoting meaningful and comprehensive Bible study among all levels

of the congregation. Intensive training of Bible study leaders enabled the establishment of eight Home

Groups throughout the city which met regularly for Bible Study under the supervision of Rev Tang. These

formed the basis for fostering deeper understanding of Biblical text and greater sense of fellowship

among the different groups of the congregation.

Throughout his tenure, Rev Tang was ably assisted by Mrs Tang. She took the pulpit on many occasions,

giving learned and lively messages. She initiated a children’s Sunday School, beginning with not more

than 8 children but soon increasing to over 30 with the influx of young immigrant families from Hong

Kong.

In the period of Rev Tang’s ministry, changes in the political situation around Asia had far reaching

consequences in the Asia-Pacific area. Most important, it brought wave after wave of immigrants to New

Zealand, mainly to the Auckland area. Many of them looked to the ACPC for a spiritual home. It soon

became clear that the church premises in Vincent Street would be outgrown not only by church numbers

but also by the expanding diversity of church activities. A building project was launched in 2019 which

culminated in the purchase of a building in Union Street, on the fringe of Auckland’s CBD which will

facilitate greater expansion of the church into the future.
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Rev Andrew G. COX 2019 – current

Rev and Mrs A G Cox 2020 Cox Family 2021

Born 31 October 1967, Rotorua, New Zealand

Married Rachael Searle, 4 January 1992

Children: Emma, Hannah, Eleanor

Qualifications

Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Commerce, Auckland University, New Zealand, 1990

Diploma in Pastoral Leadership, Carey Baptist College, Auckland, New Zealand, 2012

Bachelor of Theology, Laidlaw College, Auckland, New Zealand, 2013

Reception Course, Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership, PCANZ, New Zealand, 2021

Background and Ministerial Experience

An invitation to the baptism of a fellow sixth form friend at the Remuera Baptist Church started Rev Cox

on his journey of faith in God. A year later at the University of Auckland, he became active in Student Life

(Campus Crusade for Christ) and after graduating, he joined the staff of Student Life in Auckland and

served with them full-time from 1990 to 2006 (17 years). His first pastorate was Eden Community Church

(2010-2018), which is a member of Christian Community Churches, New Zealand (also known as the

Open Brethren).
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Rev Cox was appointed Assistant Pastor at ACPC on 1 January 2019. He was received as Minister of

PCANZ on 25 March 2021 by Northern Presbytery and accepted for the (Presbyterian Church of

Aotearoa New Zealand Reception Course. On 16 October 2022, Rev Cox was inducted as Minister of

Highrise, the English Ministry of ACPC, by the Moderator of Northern Presbytery, Rev Craig Millar.

The English Ministry members and leadership team have benefited much from Rev Cox’s preaching, his

pastoral approach, his various discipleship and prayer courses and his enthusiastic, collegiate style of

leadership. These qualities undoubtedly stem from his extensive background in evangelism, teaching and

discipleship training. He is ably assisted by Mrs Cox with her strength and passion for leading, sharing

and for giving guidance in prayer.

ACPC is a church with a heritage that is strong in reaching out to Chinese in the Auckland region. With

the move to 25 Union Street, Rev Cox has perceived the need and has a strong desire to extend the

English Ministry’s outreach, pastoral care and friendship to embrace residents of all nationalities and

their families, who live and work in the inner city and in the surrounding suburbs and who are seeking a

spiritual home. Rev and Mrs Cox are aware that immigrants of all nationalities are keen to integrate and

thrive in their adopted country. Our church can provide opportunities for them to practise and become

more confident in conversational English in particular so they can get and be able to stay in employment.

Bible stories could be used also to improve their listening and speaking skills.

Rev Cox has put forward a three-fold plan for the development of the English Ministry in the city:

We serve God by

Welcoming In (our neighbours) through worship and pastoral care,

Growing Up through personal and small group studies and discipleship and

Moving Out into the neighbouring community to offer them the Gospel by our lives and verbal witness.

The English Ministry of ACPC has been renamed "Highrise" to enable us to promote ourselves to a wider

range of ethnicities. Highrise reflects our urban setting, surrounded by high rise apartments and

commercial buildings. Highrise aims to lift up the name of Jesus in Auckland City. As the prophet Malachi

said, “From the rising of the sun to its setting, my name is great among the nations…” (Malachi 1:11).
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Acknowledgements

ACPC Stated Supply Ministers and Lay Preachers

At various times over its long history, ACPC has had extended periods of ministerial vacancy. During

these periods, various ministers assisted as Stated Supply Ministers and a number of Lay Preachers also

assisted in specific roles. We thank them for their dedication and generosity of service.

1972 - 1974

Rev Wan Kau Chan served as Stated Supply Minister in a part-time capacity after the resignation of Rev

P.N. Ng.

1973 - 1976

Rev Chow Chuen Cheung served in a part time capacity as Stated Supply Minister during the ministerial

vacancy after the departure of Rev P. N. Ng.

1995

Rev Brian Drake was appointed for one year as a full-time Assistant Pastor for the English-speaking

congregation at the initiative of Rev Daniel Lee.

2007 - 2009

Mr Graeme Sterne served in a part-time capacity as lay preacher and leader of the English Ministry.

2008 - 2013

Ms Christy Leow, under Rev Nathaneal Lai’s and later Rev Stuart Vogel’s supervision, served in a

part-time capacity to establish our first English class on Sunday afternoons for Mandarin speakers in the

city. Later informal worship services in Mandarin were held following the Sunday afternoon classes.

2016 - 2018

During this vacancy, Rev Dr Stuart Vogel led and ministered to the English Ministry in a half-time position

as Stated Supply Minister. A fluent speaker in Mandarin, he has continued his connection with ACPC with

English conversation classes relating to everyday needs, for mainly Mandarin speakers at Tea and Talk

sessions every Thursday.
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ACPC Stated Pulpit Supply Ministers

We would like to record a special note of thanks to a great number of ministers and pastors who offered

many years of service to ACPC as Pulpit Supply Ministers especially during the extended vacancies. There

are too many to name. Many were elderly and in indifferent health. Others had to make time from their

own ministries to bring us the Word of God on a monthly basis to ensure that our congregation never

lacked for guidance and encouragement. We deeply appreciate their dedication and their fine example

as faithful servants of our Lord.

Our Elders

The Presbyterian tradition of Eldership has served the ACPC well over many decades. This body of

servants of God has dedicated lifetimes of service to His church, providing unwavering leadership and

spiritual guidance. This was of significant importance during the many extended periods of vacant pulpit

when we had to work through the lengthy and complicated process of calling ministers from overseas. It

is with thankful hearts that we remember our Elders who have served with steadfast faith and

dedication over a century of history.

Our Parishioners

Throughout the ages ACPC has faced different kinds of challenges, often subjected to ripples from

upheavals on the other side of the world. But no matter what the effects of these developments, the

church has not failed its large family in providing weekly worship, pastoral care, religious education,

encouraging fellowship and taking care of the needy. Besides these faithfuls there were those who, year

in year out, support the many activities and responsibilities of the church. They don’t have a title, they

don’t hold any special office. But they are the silent army of God who welcome our visitors, who provide

the morning tea and fellowship lunches, who make sure there are altar flowers every Sunday, who

produce the service bulletin, who ensure suitable music enhances each worship service, who work

silently behind the PowerPoint - all generous contributors of their time, energy and love. In return they

have our heartfelt love and appreciation.
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